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the; advertising department will be conducted 

SOLELY ON ETHICAL PRINCIPLES. IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
OUR READERS WILL AID THE JOURNAL BY SHOWING OUK 
ADVERTISERS THE COURTESY OF AT LEAST NOTICING 
THEIR VARIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS OR IN MORE ACTIVELY 
INTERESTING THEMSELVES IN THE ADVERTISERS’ BE¬ 
HALF. 


SCHERING’S FORMALIN DISINFECTOR. 

Schering and Glatz draw attention to an admirable lamp and 
disinfectant process, by the vaporization of Pastils containing too 
per cent, of pure formaldehyde. See. page V. 


THE PROPER ADMINISTRATION OF COD-LIVER OIL. 

There need be no real necc'sity for the discontinuance of the 
use of cod-liver oil (because of failure to obtain results from plain 
oil or some emulsion), for the undoubted therapeutic value of cod- 
liver oil but emphasizes the necessity of its scientific exhibition to 
insure satisfactory result from its employment. The cause of failure 
in its administration is not obscure: Few patients can take plain oil, 
owing to its repugnant taste and the difficulty of assimilating it. The 
province of an emulsion being to disguise the taste, and to exhibit 
a definite volume of chemically unchanged oil in condition for easy 
absorption, it follows that this will be defeated unless the oil is 
thoroughly emulsified and in combination wth agents that will not 
saponify it, as sponification renders it valueless and even harmful. 

In emulsions v ith the alkaline hypophoshites of lime and soda, 
the association of the oil with such agents entirely changes the 
character of the oil and produces a liquid soap. While less repugnant 
to the taste thaa plain oil, the medicinal value of such a preparation 
is greatly diminished, and it is because of this that many a disgusted 
practitioner has abandoned using cod-liver oil in any form. 

Admitting a preparation of cod-liver oil with hypophoshites of 
lime and soda to be unscientific because productive of chemical al¬ 
teration in the oil, it follows that a combination of oil with the 
Phosphate Salts, giving positive acid reaction and thus precluding 
saponification, would seem to be based on sound therapeutic reason¬ 
ing: furthermore, if such an emulsion exhibits a large percentage of 
chemically unchanged oil in minute, microsopic sub-division closely 
analogous to milk (Nature’s Emulsion) it must be preferred to plain 
oil as well as to alkaline emulsions, because of the difficulty and 
failure already referred to attending their administration. 

Phillips’ Emulsion positively exhibits the important advantages 
noted, the oil is emulsified with pancreatine, and because of its 
(Continued on page xxvi.) 
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scientific preparation it lias for many years enjoyed an extensive 
professional support. A more concise statement of its claims lor 
professional recognition will be found in our advertising columns, 
and we say with all candor that it is an ethical preparation, ethically 
introduced and maintained. 


A TONIC AND RESTORATIVE IN THE TREATMENT OF 

SYPHILIS. 

In the Journ. dcs Mai. Cut. et Syph., No. 5, Dr. Fournier directs 
the attention of physicians to the great utility of somatose in the treat¬ 
ment of syphilis. Aside from those cases in which the administration of 
this concentrated nutritive preparation is indicated for general reasons 
as a means of promoting a gain in strength, there are a number of 
special indications which come up during a course of specific treat¬ 
ment. Thus, for example, a class of cases is frequently met with which 
are very troublesome owing to the difficulty of feeding the patient 
on account of the local lesions in the mouth and pharynx, either 
through the occurrence of a mercurial stomatitis or in consequence 
of the extension of the syphilitic process from the mucous membrane 
of the mouth to that of the pharynx. In such cases, the author often 
succeeded in maintaining the strength of the patient for a number 
of weeks by means of a milk diet and the administration of somatose. 
Excellent results were also derived from this product in conditions 
where dispeptic disturbances, perhaps attributable to the internal use 
of mercurial preparations, had given rise to anorexia. It was found 
advantageous to administer a teaspoonful of somatose thoroughly 
dissolved in milk, broth, gruels, etc., four times daily, as an ap¬ 
petizer and invigorating food in the treatment of these patients. 


COCA ERYTHROXYLON. 

We need not enter into a full description of the history of the 
Erythroxylon Coca, as we believe that most medical men are fully 
acquainted with the principal facts concerning the plant. We may. 
however, recall to mind that the leaf is the only part of the plant used. 
Very much depends, therefore, upon the plucking of the leaf, and 
the time at which it is plucked; the subsequent care of the leaf being 
matter of considerable importance, and affecting very materially the 
preparations made from it. M. Mariani was the first in Europe who 
took up the study of the plant, and over thirty-five years ago com¬ 
menced manufacturing for the medical profession the various special¬ 
ties associated with his name, viz.. “ Vin Mariani,” “ Elixir Mariani,” 
“ Pate Mariani,” “ The Mariani,” “ Pastilles Mariani,” etc., prepar¬ 
ations which are known all over the world, and which have acquired 
their well-known reputation by their purity and efficacy. The stimu¬ 
lating and strengthening property of the leaf in its natural state has 
been tested by experienced travelers and botanists during several 
centuries, and it is this invigorating property which the physician 
wishes to bring into use, and which he is enabled to do in a palatable 
form by means of “ Vin Mariani,” this wine being indicated where 
there is great depression, long-continued exhaustion, and where a 
special stimulative action is desired. “ Vin Mariani ” is agreeable, 
palatable, imparting by its diffusibility an agreeable warmth over .the 
whole body, and exciting functional activity of the cerebrospinal nerve 
centres. We have frequently prescribed this wine, and we can, from 
practical experience, recommend it.-—The Provincial Medical Journal. 



